Cello Suite No. 1 - Prelude

Johann Sebastian Bach
Arranged For Solo Bass Guitar By CIiff Engel
Cello Tuning: C-G-D-A

- ol @ e,e o o o o » i Y
= oo o oo o e
4 E—‘ E——‘ E—‘ E:
= 1412 4—14 141214—14— 151415—15 151415—15— 151415—15 151415—15—
X 1612 12+12— 1 12 +12+12 ?14 i 1|4—|—1|4514 i 1|4—|—1|4?1o i 1|6—|—1|6;1O 16161
| 2 2 2 Z ANEE=SSEaEEE===
i = ._._ ._._ ]
o) = ar o | PP sPs sP5°

141214—14 141214—14 141214 12—12—12 12—12—1
I P o e 1 B 1 s 1|71|e1|7‘1|4‘1|71|6‘1|7E12_lm_1817——17—|—1|7—|—1|7517——17—|—17—|—17
S : === ===Ek = === :
ptop pie
-
L)y & @I Nl Kl o & ) i
%l —1® "_#_' — — ﬁ._‘ -
===d = =
F———1217-161712—12—12—12 17-161412—
I 16 171617 12161412——171617—17 171617—17 121412 171614 17
: 16 164-16—16 164-16{—18 181614~ :
L 16 =16 =16 e —— —
s e - >
e— W I o e o @ P e
B e R i e e .
= 171217—12 14 12141512————12141512——
I 1614124 16—|—121416—|—17161412—1812—151415121812—|—121514‘15121812—14 H1412— 14416141
B ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] 17 17

N 1 1

© 2011 CIiff Engel



E

et a0 aly g0 gOaly
=== =
[ J
12—12 12—12 12
;llSl|6‘1|3ll6—|—ll6—|—ll61|31|6‘1|31|6—|—l|6—|—1|6-—l|7-1|6‘l|4-1|7‘1|6-1|7—|—1|6-1|7‘1|6-1|4-1|2m—171251251217 Sl 11
I 18 18 ——
| |
_ , , OoP P S o® @
)£ fe g —» ogo—p — —>— —®
F et e eyt ey
151415—15 151415—15—
H—————151415—15 151415—15———141214—14 141214—14 164++164-16—164—-16F-16
a 1216 4161216 1641611217 174171217 17417112 12 =
L — o e —— e :
' N |
)2 - o 50 o2 50
= =2 SEfert  Seforr
*y #;: o > === o ===
141214
x 124++17161412 : 141617141617——141617141617——121416121416——1214161214161
é 12 | ] ] ] 17161412 4 ] ] ] ] 14 ] ] ] ] 14 ] ] ] ] 14 ] ] ] ]
IS : 18161413 EEH-1|3 EEH——llz EEH—llz
~ tog o or op Peioeels 0n
— ! o - ; J
S N mE —eomef ==
AR o |
o == ==
= 121P1|2—1|6-1|7/\—17 e R e e 12 12141517 181716171 71514151512 —
é "14 O E _J-I4J-IGJ-I7| ] ] I_'—I ] ] ] ] | | | | ﬁ fl|41|61|7
IS 12 e
o £ o
-/5‘1: g = = iod il Ir"ﬁ
JEEEPUSES L Eddgdr—
L4 L d
= ST 214151214—— PTT AT R KU K g Vi Crpmpepmmrys TAlers
4 14+ -17161214161—1216 =SS mE e Sy ===
IS 14 B==——Ehi =




7 [ T |- P ¥ g
@ r 2
1712 12 151412 ————151412 1412 12

7 — i e 2 o] 17161412 17161412 17161412 — 17161412

| 16 === === N M i

= = 1816 l|4 .

— ®
e 2 o o _ o o500 o > oo
7" i o |’ el _r el |’ el 1 — I

===m_ == == ==
2—12—12—12—12+— 2—12—12—12—12+—12—12—12—12—12—121412—121

b 17161416 L12 L 1416 L1 1016 L 12 a6 po b7 b e f12 b et 16 prr b ae o fao

B ' | e b e b | el e e e |

= I

i

o 000l 0l PorsPosotossre e s -
o EErfrs seesrarsen

121412151271|21|412151217121412 —l|5'1|2‘1|4'1|2'1|5'1|2—12‘14‘12—12‘14'12—12 2—19—12—12—1
E;H g g 1.9"|_|_|'1.7'|_‘19‘1'17‘|'19—|—16—|-17—|—16—|—17—|—14—|—
I e e e | e e e e |

[T

P>
L=
©

o bo le e ®# B P2 @® o @
- . . . D@ ol £ 2 h— h— e P oo o9 ool
) #ﬁgﬁ'ﬁt%ﬁﬁ* e i e ~
12 12—13—14—15—16—17—18—19—20—21—71-22 22—22—722 22—22—
T P A T T 2P ST e PP UP LU P P P PP 2o tapata el
(B e e e e e B e == ===

= £ "EﬁEﬁgo—AE—pEp Lo ofolole ofofe o
‘;ﬁ?é ﬁ;—% = - = L s

22 22—22—22 22—22—21 21—21—21 21—21—-22
1910191919 191910122 222010222 22420122121
=== ==— == ===

L ] ] ] ]

N

oop>H




Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750) is the most highly revered composer of the German Baroque
era. Throughout his lifetime, Bach was more acknowledged as an organist than as a composer, and
for many decades after his death, Bach's compositions were largely ignored. It wasn't until the 19th
century that his real musical genius came to be recognized, particularly by romantic-era composers
such as Mendelssohn and Schumann. Since that time, Bach's popularity has grown steadily. During
his musical career, Bach maintained three significant posts including court organist and orchestral
director in Weimar (1708-17), court orchestral director at Kothen (1717-23), and cantor (municipal
composer) in Leipzig (1723-45). It was during his time spent as the orchestral director at Kothen that
he composed some of his greatest secular instrumental works including the Cello Suites.

Practically every great cellist of the past century has recorded Bach's Six Suites For Solo Cello. Up to
the early decades of the twentieth century, Bach's Cello Suites remained virtually undiscovered.
Sometimes cellists used them as technical fingering exercises but never performed them in public. It
wasn't until the 1930's when the legendary Spanish cellist Pablo Casals resurrected Bach's Cello Suites
from obscurity with the first definitive recording of the Suites. Since then, the Cello Suites have
become among Bach's most favored works and required repertoire for all cellists.

Cello Tuning:

Traditionally, a 4-string bass guitar is tuned in fourths, and standard tuning for the open strings is
E-A-D-G (low to high). Cellos are tuned in fifths, C-G-D-A (low to high). When analyzing recordings
of Bach's Cello Suites, you will hear that the open strings play a significant role in the overall sonority
of the music. The Cello Suites can be played on a 4-string bass guitar in standard tuning, but to attain
the often sustained resonance of the open strings, the Cello Suites should be played in cello tuning.
The Cello Suites are much easier to play in cello tuning because many of the awkward fingerings that
are required in standard tuning on bass guitar are eliminated.

Cello tuning can be easily achieved using standard gauge bass strings without the worry of placing
unnecessary tension on your instrument. In order to perform this arrangement, you will need to
modify three of the four strings on a 4-string bass guitar in standard tuning. First, raise the standard
open G-string a whole step to A. The G-string will be the only string that you will need to raise in
pitch. The D-string will remain the same. Next, lower the open A-string a whole step to G. Finally,
detune the open E-string two whole steps to C.

Capo:

After you have tuned your bass to cello tuning, you will need to place a capo across all four strings at
the 12th fret. By playing the "Prelude In G Major" in the second octave of the fingerboard, between
the 12th and 24th frets, you will be performing this work in the same pitch range as it is heard on
cello. Whenever you see the 12th fret indicated in the tablature of this arrangement, you will play the
open string which will now be stopped at the 12th fret by a capo.

Technique:
From a technical perspective, this arrangement is easy to play utilizing a fingerstyle picking method
which includes your thumb, index, and middle fingers.

Interpretation:

Within the standard notation and tablature of this arrangement, | have only included the notes and
indicated the positions where those notes are to be played. The Cello Suites are among Bach's most
adapted and recorded works, and each time they are performed, the Suites are phrased in a slightly
different fashion.

Recommended Recordings:

John Patitucci - Heart Of The Bass

Gary Karr - J.S. Bach Solo Suites

Edgar Meyer - Unaccompanied Bach Cello Suites
Yo-Yo Ma - Bach: The 6 Unaccompanied Cello Suites
Pablo Casals - Bach Cello Suites



